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Calvin Luk is Project Manager of PolyU’s Jockey Club Design Institute for
Social Innovation (JCDISI), currently leading translational research and
implementation projects under the theme of “Double Ageing” including
Transitional Social Housing, Intergeneration Play Space, Therapeutic
Landscape for Dementia, Community Gamification Rehab Centre for elderly
and Modular Integrated Construction for relocatable housing.

From a dual perspective as Architect-Access Consultant and clinician, Calvin
engages extensively in community and urban infrastructure projects (e.g.
West Kowloon Cultural District) on environmental design for elderly, universal accessibility (Design for All)
and barrier free access for people with disabilities. He combines practice and research focus with
Evidence/Research Based Design and Knowledge Translation of design interventions for ageing and
dementia, at the same time integrating Universal Design approach for wider applications and removing
stigmatism.

He has keen interest in bridging building design and health - adopting Salutogenic Design in built
environment to promote simultaneously physical & psycho-social health and exploring cultural aspect of
therapeutic environment based on Chinese Medicine theories. He is also Founding Chairperson of the
Association for Universal Accessibility Hong Kong, an alliance of trans-disciplinary professionals consisting
of International Union of Architects Region IV, Hong Kong Occupational Therapist Association, Association
of Consultants in Access Australia, other academia and technology entrepreneur.

Topic: Intergenerational Community in a Vertical City

As part of Season 7, titled “Intergenerational Community in a Vertical City”, of JCDISI’s ‘Operation Solnno’
initiative, the roof terrace of an elderly home in Lai Kok Estate, Hong Kong will be co-designed by the co-
creation team including community, residents and staff of the elderly home, and academia from the PolyU
departments of Rehabilitation Sciences (RS) and School of Nursing (SN). The purposely designed outdoor
area will enable longitudinal research studies by RS and SN to evaluate the outcomes including mental and
psychosocial well-being of the elderly relating to access of outdoor areas and enhanced opportunities for
intergenerational interaction. Depending on the outcome of the pilot study, a strategy of repeatable scale will
be formulated as a model for adoption by policy makers when planning elderly residential facilities in
vertical urban space.
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